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tion to attribute to himself the credit of what Moiua>
had done was irresistible to Sully. Accordingly we
find in the Economies Royales a fictitious corre-
spondence between Margaret of Valois and M. de
Rosny, and an account of the events preceding the
death of the Duchess of Beaufort which recent in-
vestigations have shown to be little else than a
romance* We cannot therefore give full credit to
Sully*s account of a conversation with the King,
towards the end of 1598. Yet we may well believe
that some such discussion as that recorded took place,
even if Sully exaggerates the freedom with which he
spoke to his master.

The King, he would have us believe, began by
saying that his ambassador at Rome and others about
the Papal Court assured him that the Pope was anx-
ious to serve him in the matter of his divorce, and
that therefore he had decided to look about him for
a wife, who might bear him an heir and prevent the
evils of a disputed succession. He would like " that
not impossible she/' his future wife, to be beautiful,
chaste, amiable, and accommodating in humour,
clever, of illustrious birth and great estate; but he
feared such a one was either dead or not yet born.
He then enumerated all the marriageable foreign
princesses and French girls of high rank, beginning
with the Infanta Isabella, whom he said he would
take could he obtain the Low Countries with her, but
to that her father would never consent; to all the
others he discovered some objection. " A pity," said
Sully "that the Queen of England cannot be made
young, or Mary of Burgundy or some other great heir-